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MAJOR DONATIONS IN 2016
ABW Volunteer  
Receives CMA Award

She has been an outstanding young 
leader with A Better World for years. 

Now the Canadian Medical Association 
has come to the same conclusion.
Azalea Lehndorff  was chosen by the CMA 
for its 2016 Award for Young Leaders. 
The association chooses one student 
from all the medical schools in Canada 
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In what have been challenging 
economic times, A Better World has 
received some eye-popping support 
this year.
Two separate donors have recently 
provided or pledged one half  million 
dollars each for major projects in Africa.

Because of  the significance of  these 
donations, ABW will be holding 
a major celebration in the coming 
months to announce the identities 
of  the donors and our plans for their 
donations. Stay tuned to our website 
for further announcements.

SJF  had raised $20,000 to help fund a kitchen at Simotwet 
Primary School. The students were on hand for the 

grand opening of  the new project, which was also sponsored by 
the Bernhard Melitz Foundation of  Lethbridge and Merle and 
Kathy Jacobson. The kitchen was the second project at Simotwet 
for which SJF raised money. This group – also the second group 
SJF has sent with ABW – included six aboriginal students. The 
students, who were responsible for completing school projects 
on the trips, found many parallels between the Maasai tribes of  
Kenya and the First Nations of  Canada.
The group took part in several cultural exchanges and examined 

questions such as whether people should “give” to those in 
need. They had a learning experience that would be impossible 
on Canadian soil.

Sir John Franklin is one of  many schools and student groups that 
have raised money for projects through ABW. In the past year 
the Ponoka High School fundraised for Ringa School. Rosedale 
Valley Strings is holding its 12th annual concert for ABW, and 
Lacombe Upper Elementary is in its 10th year of  supporting 
ABW projects. Paul Kane School of  St. Albert is in its sixth year 
of  funding classrooms.

Yellowknife Students Raise $20,000, Pay 
Visit to Simotwet Primary School
While school boards across the country have been cancelling overseas trips, Sir John Franklin High 
School of Yellowknife trusted ABW with 16 students and four chaperones on a recent study tour in Kenya.

Continued on page  2
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for its award, based on the candidate’s 
“exemplary dedication, commitment and 
leadership.”

Lehndorff recently completed her fi rst 
year of medical school at the University 
of Calgary. The university’s medical 
school nominated her for the award. One 
of the criteria is that the recipient be a 
“positive and effective role model” for 
others in the medical profession.

Lehndorff will be presented with the 
award on August 23, 2016 at the CMA’s 
annual meeting in Vancouver.

Volunteer Receives National Award Continued...
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“Bravery,” 
“boldness,” 
“courage” are 
words we may 
associate with 
space travel, 

military exploits, 
or even bungee 

jumping.While not 
wanting to minimize any of these, 
I would like to insist that bravery, 
boldness and courage are foundational 
to the meaningful humanitarian work of 
A Better World and its volunteers

Each year at this time I am once 
again sincerely inspired by the many 
“unsung” heroes of A Better World, both 
in the fi eld and behind the scenes. I 
do hope that you will be uplifted by the 
reports in this year’s newsletter, and by 
our Humanitarian Day celebrations. At 
a time when the world news channels 
seem to be taken hostage by stories 
of bullies and buffoons, please persist 
in being an ambassador for A Better 
World and its vision. 

We truly can be “a light in a dark 
place,” as well as “salt of the earth” by 
supporting A Better World’s activities. 
Thank you so very much.

Ron Sydenham,
Board Chair

BRAVERY,
BOLDNESS, 
AND COURAGE
Message from the Chairman

Improving the lives of Afghan Children

In 2015, the 100 Classroom Project built two new schools (10 classrooms 
each) and renovated one 13-classroom block. This brings the total number of 

classrooms completed to 71, with 29 remaining to reach the goal. Project Manager 
Azalea Lehndorff travelled to visit the new schools in March, 2016. The buildings 
are now in use; however, there is a need for desks. Two schools have been 
identifi ed to be built in the future. Both are held in rental buildings and in need of 
additional and more appropriate space. 
Beginning in 2016, we are inviting 100 women to join an exclusive group that will 
build a 10 classroom school by each investing $1000 dollars. Those who choose 
to join will be invited to a yearly event and will be provided with regular updates 
on the fundraising progress. Thank you for your support. To join, please visit our 
website: www.abwcanada.ca. 

Four guests from Kenya enjoyed their fi rst 
experience with snow at last year’s 25th 

Anniversary celebration. Physiotherapist 
Bernard Opiyo, Janet Auma (an ABW 
benefi ciary), and regular drivers Charles 
Muraguri and Lawrence Mathea were fl own 
to Canada to take part in the celebration 
and share their stories of ABW’s impact 

in Kenya. It was a long and exciting trip for 
people who had never expected to leave Kenya 

in their lifetimes.

Introducing ABW’s 
New Health Advisory 
Committee Chairs...
Drs. Wayne and Paulette 
Church, are the new Chair 
and Vice-Chair of the 
Health Advisory Committee. 
Thank you for your service 
and congratulations on your
new roles!

ABW in the House of Commons
ABW had one of its fi fteen minutes of fame 
in the Canadian House of Commons last 
May, when Wetaskiwin MP Blaine Calkins 
rose during Question Period to commend 
the Lacombe-based agency. Calkins spoke 
about the agency’s policies on long-term 
relationships and sustainable development 
in communities around the world.
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We are all taught to give 
without considering our 
own benefi t, and I have 
always accepted this as 
sound advice. 
Benefi t, however, takes 
many forms. I was 
recently asked what has 
kept me working with 
A Better World for 26 
years, and it made me pause to think about the 
rewards I have received.

On my recent trip to Kenya I was rewarded by 
visiting Janet’s tailoring business. Janet is our 
friend who visited Canada last year for ABW’s 
25th Anniversary celebration. When we met her 
in 1999, she had been effectively left to die from 
severe burns to her upper body, with no hope 
for an independent future. Thanks to support 
primarily from ongoing investors Arni and Elvine 
Skoretz, she has her health, an education, and 
a sustainable business.

On the same trip I visited Ikonge Primary 
School, where eight years ago I saw nursery 
classrooms overwhelmed by 570 children. 
Alberta students at Paul Kane and Westwood 
Community high schools were inspired to 
fund four classrooms. The Gouchie and 
Zacharias families of Lacombe joined in, and 
now the school has 14 classrooms, water 
and a computer lab for 997 students! The 
improvements and consequent growth are 
beyond what anyone would have imagined.

These are just two examples of the rewarding 
moments I experience every trip. Investors 
have given through A Better World without 
considering their own benefi t, but any who 
witness the impact of their work cannot help but 
be motivated further by the benefi ts of success.

Eric Rajah,
Executive Director

REWARDING 
MOMENTS
Message from the Executive Director

Water Projects Flowing Ahead
WOMEN’S GROUP WATER PROJECT UPDATE

Water projects in Londiani County have received a tremendous boost 
with the commitment from local MP Joseph Limo to provide 25 

per cent of  the cost of  new projects, which pays for the large, above-
ground tanks at the tops of  hills. ABW adds funds for the drilling, pump 
and solar panels, and the community can raise money to add piping 
infrastructure.
A pleasant surprise has occurred in Ndakema, where ABW funded a 
women’s group that was buying water tanks for women’s small agricultural 
businesses. The women who received the fi rst three tanks are volunteering 
to treat the grants as loans, and pay back the costs in installments! Then 
the funds can be used to buy water tanks for more women.

MP Joseph Limo 
and Eric Rajah 
talk to a family 
who is collecting 
water at a new 
water station. 

The woman had 
previously lost 
a child due to a 
lack of healthy 
water.

Tanzania
Projects are plentiful in Tanzania, 
where ABW started working just 
two years ago. These science labs 
at Patema Secondary School were 
already partly built, and ABW will 
be able to fi nish the project with the 
support of Cathy and Harold Roozen 
of Edmonton. ABW and the Roozens 
already completed a clinic in Vuga 
that was partly completed but in 
disuse. By adding room dividers and 
building toilets, ABW turned the empty 
building into a busy clinic.

Bolivia
Emily and Patti Vaillant enjoy sharing music 
so much that they have done two benefi t 
concerts in the last 14 months and 
have raised $7700 for the work in 
Bolivia. Last year they travelled 
with Rob Weich to Santa Cruz, 
Bolivia on a Rehabilitation trip. 
Using Patti’s Physical Therapy 
skills, they worked at AMe Bolivia 
run by Gheorghe Micoti. They 
were able to set up programs, 
supply equipment and get a clearer 
understanding of the needs of the 
AMe project in Santa Cruz. The work 
of A Better World is making a difference 
in the country of Bolivia one trip at a time.
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SHE HAS A NAME
From Stage to Screen

Based on the critically acclaimed stage play 
by Andrew Kooman, She Has A Name is now 
becoming a feature fi lm addressing the growing 
issue of human traffi cking.

The She Has A Name project was inspired by 
the Canadian Tour of Andrew Kooman’s play 
and will assist the Home of New Beginnings in 
Bangkok, Thailand. One of our goals is to raise 
$15,000 to provide food for a year to the 12 
residents there. To learn more, please visit our 
website: www.abwcanada.ca.

PROJECT UPDATES
Success Stories: a small sample of ABW projects in the last year

Ikonge & Sogobet
At Sogobet Primary School, ABW recently completed 
three new classrooms. Warren and Sara-Jane 
Schnoor have undertaken the funding of this entire 
school. 

Ikonge Primary School has nearly reached the 
1,000-student mark this year, and has received 16 
new classrooms from ABW. The project started off 
by Paul Kane and Westwood High School recently 
received funding from Michael and Sandi Gouchie 
and David and Catherine Zacharias of Lacombe.

Rwanda
The Umutara Deaf School, a long-time 

ABW project funded by Georgia Knight,  
Gord Bontje, The Lacombe Rotary 
Club and the Sunshine Hills School  
received an award from the Rwanda 
Ministry of Education and British 
Council for “reverse inclusive” 
education, where children from the 
community are blended with hearing 

impaired at their school. The school 
now boasts a Vocational Training 

Centre that offers classes in hairstyling, 
carpentry and other vocations appropriate 

for people with hearing disabilities.

Ndanai
Ndanai Primary School, which serves the local 
community as well as a home for disabled 
children, has been abuzz with activity. ABW has 
completed new toilets, is building three more 

classrooms 
(funded by Sierra 
Contract Flooring 
of Edmonton), 
and has helped 
develop new 
agricultural 
projects, 
including a large 
garden and dairy 
cattle. The herd 
has grown to 

11; the school provides milk for the 
children and sells the remainder to 
help fund the school. Dale Russell 
and Gord Bontje have been funding 
this project since 2007.

Mara: Loigero/Irbaan
In the Maasai Mara, a new dormitory 
that will accommodate 100 students 
has recently been completed at 
Loigero Primary School, funded by 
the Urban Spirits Rotary of Edmonton, 
Brian and Debbie Carlin, and the 
Rosedale Valley Strings. An identical 
building is in progress at Irbaan 
Primary School. The dormitories will 
allow students to spend more time 
at the schools and increase their 
studying time – as well as avoid 

dangerous walks across the plains that are rife with wildlife. Dormitories 
are especially important for teenaged girls, who are likely to be married 
off at a young age and lose their opportunity for an education if they live at 
home. The Irbaan dormitory is funded by Jack Hilde of Washington state.


