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YOUTH

An Elementary School with a Big
Heart and Lots of Hope

EDUCATION

100 Classrooms Project:
Afghanistan

COMMUNITY

The Shoe That Grows:
New Shoes for Gilgil Students

Grade 4 students at École Lacombe
Upper Elementary (ÉLUES) partnered
with A Better World for their 12th annual collaborative, the Hope Project.
Funds raised by the students for this ...

Azalea Lehndorff believes opportunity
for younger generations is key to building
a sustainable future. To that end, the recent med school graduate has spent the
last eight years working to build 100 ...

We are very excited to partner with an
organization, “The Shoe That Grows”,
that has found a way to get the most out
of children’s shoes. This shoe “grows”
5 sizes so children in developing ...

SEE FULL STORY ON PAGE 2

TAKE A LOOK ON PAGE 3

READ MORE ON PAGE 4

HEALTH

Gold for Gideon: A Ndanai Success Story
When Gideon was 11 years old, he lost both his legs
in a train accident. Since then, Gideon has overcome many obstacles, living an incredible life despite the difficulties.
A student and resident of Ndanai Primary School,
Gideon has grown into an incredibly talented and
athletic young man. When our Rehab and Physio
team was in Ndanai a few months ago, they saw...
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MESSAGE FROM
THE CO-FOUNDER
THANKS TO YOU...
12 more schools have clean water
121 more toilets have been completed
39,121 more students are in school
this year

Whenever I go on a trip, like the
one I just returned from to Kenya and Tanzania in September, I
am overwhelmed by what we can
do together to help people. Just
about every school that we support will have good new toilets
this year. Our campaign to build
toilets and water systems in every school is becoming a reality.
We have even exceeded our goal
for this year.
While in Kenya, there was a
drought—almost every school I
visited had gathered enough water for the dry season because
of the water catchment systems we’ve been able to install.
Thank you for your dedication.
You can see some of our new
projects nearing completion on
our website. Thank you—your
generosity is improving lives.
- Eric Rajah

Gold for Gideon (continued)
... once again how determined Gideon is. Though he had significantly outgrown his prosthesis, he was able to get around the school grounds in a
variety of different ways. Whether it be walking with the too-small prosthetic
limbs, using his arms to carry himself, or driving his own wheelchair, Gideon
has proved Ndanai’s motif that “disability is not inability.”
Not long ago, Gideon was able to receive new prosthesis, this time with a
joint that will allow him to bend his right knee. Gideon is also the proud new
owner of a wheelchair that was donated to him by The Lending Cupboard
of Red Deer, AB. He is an incredible athlete, excelling in wheelchair racing.
On the 9th of April, he won gold in both the 100 M and 200 M boys junior
wheelchair races—first in the entire country!
Stories like Gideon’s are why we do what we do. We are constantly inspired
by the people we work with.

An Elementary
School with a
Big Heart and
Lots of Hope
(continued)

... year’s project went to buying fabrics that will be made into school uniforms
and given to the students at the Lamu School for the Mentally Disabled in Kenya. Many of these children are often unable to afford new clothes, setting them
apart from other students and in some cases, preventing them from attending
school. By providing uniforms to the entire school, the Hope Project will help
students feel equal. Each year since 2006, Ecole Lacombe Upper Elementary
has raised funds that have contributed to a number of projects that include
building desks, planting gardens, buying new books, providing clean drinking
water, and more. The grade 4 students at ÉLUES raised over $1,500 for the
project by selling $2 raffle tickets until April 30, 2018. All the tickets went into a
draw for art pieces donated by local artisans.
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ABW RECEIVES $500,000 BIRTHDAY GIFT
FROM CENTRAL ALBERTA HOME BUILDER

Gord Bontje, founding partner of Laebon Homes and longtime donor and supporter,
decided to do something very special for his 60th birthday. A $500,000 donation to A
Better World Canada is already in use towards school projects in Kenya and Rwanda.
The large donation was announced during A Better World Canada’s Evening of Gratitude
donor-recognition event in Lacombe last November. “I am blessed and I wanted to share
that blessing, locally and globally,” said Gord Bontje at the event. Bontje said he had
already been thinking how he might want to celebrate his 60th birthday on November 27,
2017. He told his wife Kathy that he would like to have his birthday party in Kenya where
the Bontje Family has sponsored dozens of projects through A Better World Canada.
He later discussed with Eric Rajah, co-founder of A Better World Canada, his desire
to give a “substantial donation” in honour of this approaching milestone. It’s one of the
most significant donations ever given to A Better World. Bontje, a humble man, said this
gift is not about him. His heart is towards “helping the developing world” and he hopes
to inspire others to give as well to such a worthy cause. Rajah said the gift is a “very
generous and compassionate gift” from Gord Bontje and his wife Kathy. “They’ve given
more than $1 million total,” said Rajah. “They’re not just about the money. They regularly
meet with me about the projects and Gord has traveled over to Kenya several times to
see how his money is making a difference.” Gord and Eric recently returned from a trip
to Kenya and Rwanda with 22 travelers including major donors, ABW supporters, and
friends. On the trip, the group celebrated at several opening ceremonies for these new
projects. We thank all our supporters, whether it is $5 or $500,000—every dollar makes
a difference.

100 Classrooms Project: Afghanistan (continued)
... classrooms for children in Afghanistan with A Better World Canada – a
mission which has landed her on the Alberta Council for Global Cooperation’s Top 30 under 30 list. Having reached their goal of raising $1.3 million, the 100 Classrooms Project, which Lehndorff is the project manager
for, has funded the builds for eight schools already, with construction on
the final two having begun March 1—the entire project will be completed
before the end of 2018. While some might think the project faces opposition, based on the former oppressive regime of the Taliban, she says
it’s not the case at all. “People want opportunities for their kids, for their
daughters,” she said. Parents are supportive of their daughters getting
an education, which not everyone knows is the reality.” Providing safe
spaces for that education has been key in parents allowing their children,
especially girls, to attend school. Lehndorff says it’s a small part of the big
picture, but is crucial in helping create a more sustainable future for those
in the country. - By Ashli Barrett, Lacombe Globe
Pictured above: Students waiting for their new school to be built

MESSAGE FROM
THE BOARD CHAIR
Just recently I discovered that one
of my grandkids, having found a
paintbrush in an open can of white
paint, decided to “leave their mark”
on my next-door neighbour’s newly
installed brown siding! The masterpiece was not critically acclaimed
by my neighbour, and was duly
scrubbed off by grandpa. But as
I was scrubbing, I thought about
how important it really is to “leave
a mark”— where and when it is
appropriate! We all have such a
short time on this planet, and why
not leave a mark, a legacy, a testimony that we found purpose in
our life by being part of the solution
rather than part of the problem, as
we journey on our pilgrimage on
this planet. Why not “use” A Better
World as a channel of blessings to
those who are struggling?
- Ron Sydenham
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EDUCATION

HEALTH

264,970

488,791

STUDENTS ENROLLED

PEOPLE CARED FOR

WATER

417,145
PEOPLE WITH ACCESS

AGRICULTURE

INCOME GEN.

PEOPLE SUSTAINED

PERMANENT JOBS

16,750

4,792

N E W S U P D AT E S

Jessie’s Place (UCC)
Jessie’s Place Physio Centre, one of ABW’s recent
projects at the Ubumwe Community Centre located
in Gisenyi, Rwanda, has been fully operational since
April 2018, when all of the physiotherapy equipment
arrived for the newly-constructed centre. Since then, it
has been serving many people based on their needs
and has been a source of stability in the community.

Humanitarian Youth Conference
(May 4 - 6, 2018)

The ACT conference in partnership with Burman University gave students the tools needed to become
leaders in humanitarian causes through a variety of
lectures, workshops, networking, and activities led
by prominent philanthropic trailblazers and local
non-profit organizations. This conference was made
possible by the immense generosity of Cathy Roozen.

THE SHOE THAT GROWS

... countries will be able to wear the shoe
comfortably for many years. Without
shoes, children are especially vulnerable to
soil-transmitted diseases and parasites that
can cause illness and even death. These
shoes are produced in Kenya at a factory
which offers fair wages and good working
conditions. ABW recently purchased 175
pairs with donations from our Christmas gift
catalogue and Julie Anderson and her family. These shoes were given out to students
at Gilgil Primary School who are not able to
receive new shoes otherwise. Many of the
students come from the nearby slums and
have never owned a new pair of shoes. On
the day the shoes were distributed, Eva Muhalala from Gilgil emailed to say “the excitement was immeasurable!”

2017 PRIORITY PROJECT
UPDATE: TOILETS

121
$125,000
10,180

TOILETS COMPLETED

in Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania, and Afghanistan
(Our original goal was 70 toilets)

Welcoming 2 New Board Members

First Surgery Assessment Trip

One man worked for the world’s largest aerospace
company, the other within Alberta’s energy sector for
25 years. ABW recently welcomed both as new board
members. Stu MacPhail (left) of Red Deer and Ray
Loxdale (right, with wife Kelly) of Halifax both desire to
see ABW grow its support across the nation; both are
long-time ABW supporters and volunteers.

Last December, ABW conducted its first-ever surgical
assessment at Kendu Adventist Hospital in western
Kenya. The assessment was aimed at developing a
more sustainable, ongoing orthopedic surgery program at the hospital that has been open since 1925.
The assessment team included orthopedic experts Dr.
James Mogire as well as Dr. Victor Oteki (pictured).

Sustainable
to improve

change

lives.

INVESTED

since the beginning of this year

STUDENTS BENEFITING
per year

Thanks to your generous donations, we exceeded
our 2017 Priority Project goals! Pictured above is
just one example of old vs. new toilets at Kipkeremwo Primary School in Kenya.
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