
AZALEA IN 
AFGHANISTAN 

100 Classrooms Project
April 26-May 3, 2019



Travelling Day 1-2

VANCOUVER-MONTREAL-ISTANBUL-MAZAR-I-SHARIF

Today, we embarked on a journey intended to bring me to 
Afghanistan for the 8th or 9th time. The purpose is to celebrate 
completion of the 100 Classroom Project. 

The night before I was to leave for Afghanistan, I was on call on 
the hepatobiliary surgery service at Vancouver General Hospital. 
Luckily the day was not too busy. Before beginning the journey, I 
had a visit from Joan Stevens, who recently retired from teaching 
at Sunshine Hills Elementary School in Delta, BC. Ms. Stevens has 
led the We Team at Sunshine Hills to do a humanitarian project 
each year for the past 10 Years, raising $200,000 to assist in 
improving children’s lives. She brought notes and letters that 
children from Sunshine Hills wanted me to share with children I 
would see in Afghanistan. 



During the flight from Montreal to Istanbul, two 
passengers required medical attention, one of which had 
quite unstable vital signs. Myself and a paramedic were 
the only people who came forward. At one point I was 
asked whether we should divert the plane. I was told that 
the decision was in my hands. Luckily, after we had taken 
the measures available to us, we felt that the flight did not 
need to be diverted.

The flight to Mazar-i-Sharif, also on Turkish airlines, was 
completely uneventful. It was only about half full (the 
flight goes 3 times a week), and the foreigners on board 
were mostly military-we found out when we landed in 
Mazar, as they had a large contingent that greeted them 
and stood guard around the airport in full army fatigues. 
All of our luggage was checked by bomb sniffing dogs on 
arrival in Mazar-i-Sharif.

The drive from Mazar to Sheberghan is about 1.5 hours. 
We had two vehicles sent to accompany us from Mazar—
both from the Ministry of Education. One went ahead, and 
one behind our car for security reasons. 



April 27: On arrival in Sheberghan, we were brought to a guesthouse recommended by the Director of Education (a new guy who 
was appointed a month ago). Although security was not a major concern from the people in the villages where we have built 
schools, we needed to be protected in case the Taliban from outlying areas was tipped off that we were in the area. 



Day 3: School Visits
The first School we visited today was Ghajaree Khana Girls High School. 



Ghajaree Khana Girls High 
School
• GHAJAREE KHANA GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL HAS 

625 STUDENTS. PREVIOUSLY THE SCHOOL WAS 
HELD IN TENTS AND IN A RENTED BUILDING 
WHICH WAS IN POOR CONDITION.

• WE BUILT 10 CLASSROOMS THERE AND 
INSTALLED A SCIENCE LAB AND LIBRARY. THE 
CONTRACTOR DONATED THE COST OF 
CONSTRUCTING THE LATRINE. 



Project J Girls High School 
There are 1019 girls attending at Project J. Each classroom has up to 60 students. 

The community has requested additional classrooms and a surrounding wall so that the girls can play outside.   





Khatoon
Qala High 
School 



Khatoon Qala High 
School
Thank you to our generous supporters, we were 
able to build a 10 classroom school in this rural 
community. 

We have also installed a lab and library. 

The contractor built a two unit latrine. 

There are 535 students attending here. 



Meeting Sharbana 

Sharbana is a graduate of Arab Khana
High School where we have constructed 
12 classrooms and renovated another 13. 
She graduated from Grade 12 last year 
and is currently a student at Jawzjan
University in the Faculty of Law. Her goal 
is to become an Member of Parliament. 
She wants to work for improved women’s 
rights and to engage more women in civil 
society. 



Day 4: Visiting Schools in Need



Baba Ali School 

We were invited here by the Head of the 
Provincial Shura or Council (pictured right). The 
teacher on the right, who is now the principal, 
taught the Councilor Mr. Hayat, when he was a 
child in this Baba Ali village. 
This Councilor believes that all children should 
have the chance to learn. 



Baba Ali School The 270 girls and 280 boys are learning in tents, the open 
air, and in a nearby mosque. Girls and boys are learning 
together here. Currently students can attend to grade six 
due to the lack of classrooms. 



Baba Ali School

• Another NGO provided a well and a toilet 
facility. 

• There is land allocated by the community for 
a new school to be built. 

• We hope to build 6-8 classrooms here to 
improve educational opportunity for these 
children, from the ground up. 



Baba Ali School 
The school grounds. One of the classes is on recess. 



Niswan Islam School 
There are 470 students here studying in two shifts. There are 305 girls and 170 boys attending here and being 
taught grades 1-9. They are using traditional mud buildings (left and middle), tents, and a rented house. 



Day 5: Meeting with 
Communities 

Due to security concerns, we were unable to visit Qara
Kent High School and Quanchugha High School, both of 
which I visited after they were completed in 2016. 

Instead, members of the community and students came 
to talk with us.

The two students here are Sharmilla and Faroza. 
Sharmilla is in grade 12 at Quanchugha and would like 
to study law. Faroza is also in grade 12 and plans to 
become a doctor. Their parents are supportive and we 
will plan to follow their success and potentially provide 
them with scholarships to assist with their studies when 
they have graduated. 



Qara Kent High School
We completed at new building at Qara Kent in 2016.  Currently 
there are 700 girls and 500 boys attending school there. The 
community has requested assistance with installation of a well 
and renovation of the bathroom facility (installation of doors) 
which we agreed to assist with. Eric pictured here with the 
principal to his right, and a member of the parents council, and a 
community member. 



The students (to my right) 
spoke with me about their 
goals. Marina is in grade 12 
and would like to become a 
Lawyer and an MP and work to 
improve education in 
Afghanistan. Nooria (right) is in 
grade 11 and plans to study 
midwifery. To my left is Aruze, 
who teaches math, Dari, and 
computer. The ambition and 
hope that the students have 
inspires me.  



Day 5: Travelling to 
Mazar

On our last day. We got up early and 
made another visit to Khatoon Qala High 
School. Then proceeded to Mazar-i-Sharif. 
There Javid, our in country Project 
Manager, handed over his meticulously 
kept paperwork and we visited the Blue
Mosque which is a beautiful place. The 
photo on the bottom left is the hotel we 
stayed at in Mazar. 

Thank you for your support. The 100 
Classroom Project would not have been 
possible without you. 


