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A WORD OF GRATITUDE 
FROM OUR CO-FOUNDERS
Looking at where we could have 
been with the challenges last year 
brought, we can only think of one 
word: GRATITUDE. 

We are grateful for all of our donors 
who went the extra mile to ensure 
that we were able to continue all 
the projects we planned for 2020 
other than the delays due to some 
country’s restrictions. 

We are grateful for our volunteers 
who reached out by Zoom to our 
partners to stay in touch and help 
them since we couldn’t travel. 

We are grateful for our partners 
overseas who are carrying on and 
completing projects despite the 
challenges. 

Finally, we are grateful for everyone 
who cares about others and has 
supported us for 30 years. Even 
if we couldn’t celebrate our 30th 
anniversary or travel with you so 
you could see the difference you are 
making, please know we are grateful 
that you have been part of the 
journey of making a better world.

Eric and Brian,  
Co-Founders
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COVID SUPPORT:
Doing What We Can to 
Protect Communities
The world crisis is an overwhelming 
task for an organization like A Better 
World to tackle. However, we were 
able to provide support and assis-
tance to the clinics that we support in 
Kenya, Tanzania, and Rwanda. 

We’ve provided our health workers,  
their clinics, and the communities 
with some essential items such as 
hand-washing soap, small water 
tanks, protective clothing, and funds 
for training and workshops. 

We were also able to supply food 
staples to several families, including 
elderly citizens and disabled individu-
als, in those communities. 
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HOW A TEENAGER’S DREAM TURNED 
INTO A LIFETIME OF MEDICAL IMPACT
Laura Tester

Dr. Victor Misiani Oteki is living his dream to provide care for people 
through the operating room. Victor is based in Kisii, a major urban 
centre in Southwestern Kenya where he performs five to seven 
orthopedic surgeries each month for ABW. He treats patients with 
broken bones and even fire victims who need specialized care.

“I am working with ABW as they can lessen the suffering of people,” 
says Victor. “Back home, there are lots of people living in poverty 
who barely can afford anything to eat, so how can they afford 
medical assistance?”

Victor remembers first meeting Eric, having supper together in a 
restaurant across from the Nairobi City Hall. Eric said they took a 
special interest in the teenager, who regularly came with his father 
who owns a water drilling company, on jobs to drill water wells for 
ABW. Victor updated ABW leaders on all that he was doing and 
sometimes he met physicians that ABW was involved with. “For 
more than 10 years, we kept in touch with Victor and included him 
in viewing our project work,” said Eric. “And now he’s doing our 
orthopedic surgeries as a volunteer physician.

Victor’s story is all about encouraging young people to pursue their 
dreams of giving back to their country. He has a new vision and 
hope for Southwestern Kenya: he’d like to equip the dispensary in 
his parent’s region of Nyamusi so that residents have safe baby 
deliveries and access to child immunizations. Victor would also like 
to build up a great surgical facility in Kisii where the less fortunate 
can get world-class health care.

“ENCOURAGING AND MENTORING AT A YOUNG 
AGE IS KEY TO MAKING A BETTER WORLD.”

AFGHANISTAN 
The Ground Up Campaign Begins
We are dedicated to providing education 
and quality learning facilities in Afghanistan 
through the Ground Up Campaign, specifically 
focusing on schools currently meeting outside. 
The first 5 classrooms of this new campaign 
at the Baba Ali School in Sheberghan are 
nearly complete as of March 2021.

ALBERTA
A Safe Place for Youth at Risk 
One of our local projects is the Red Deer 
Alternative School Centre, which provides 
an alternative to the conventional school 
environment. Over the last two years, we 
have been supporting the Student Wellbeing 
Program which provides food supplies for 
their meal program, clothing for their school 
closet, and recently food hampers for the 
students’ families during COVID-19.

RWANDA  
Hope for Deafblind Children 
The Kayonza Deafblind Centre is almost 
complete as of March 2021. The first phase of 
this project is to build a centre of 3 classrooms 
to specifically support deafblind students 
who have a degree of loss in both sight and 
hearing. Once the centre is complete, 21 
children in the community are ready to attend. 

Find more updates in our online newsletter 
at www.abwcanada.ca/2021news
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Laura Tester

Five volunteers, $5,000, and an idea. 

That’s what it took to create ABW and the mission to spark 
incremental, positive change within East Africa and beyond. 
Since being launched in 1990, ABW has initiated great 
impacts in health, education, and other services in the 
communities we support. 

ABW Achievements 
Significant achievements include the commitment of 
highly-skilled professionals willing to give their time and 
resources so that others are trained and empowered. ABW 
has built schools, clinics, and other infrastructure that has 
benefited over 50,000 students — a mandate expected for 
years to come. “All these buildings and infrastructure are 
quantifiable, but it is the people who have made the impact 
through their commitment to supporting our projects,” 
Co-founder Eric Rajah said. 

Over the last three decades, people have consistently 
believed and sustained ABW’s work. The generosity of 
supporters has allowed us to invest $35.7 million into 
projects. More than 2,800 people have travelled with us to 
train, monitor projects, and provide medical services. “We 
started off with our first project in Kendu Bay, Kenya,  
 

and since then we have implemented projects in over 
15 countries,” Eric shared. “We are actively investing in 
five countries now to implement long-term, sustainable 
development.” 

Long-Term Goals
Over the next decade, we aim to have 75,000 students 
enrolled in the schools we’ve developed and built. “We will 
ensure that these students and their communities also have 
access to clean water and nearby health-care facilities,” 
Eric added. A quote from Irving B. Harris, “Investing in 
children is the wisest investment with the greatest return,” 
is a guiding factor at ABW. “We believe that by investing 
in children’s education and overall well-being, the world 
will benefit as communities continue to break the cycle of 
poverty.” 

30th Anniversary Celebrations
While our 30th anniversary was held with little fanfare 
due to COVID-19 restrictions, there was still so much 
to celebrate. After reflecting on 30 years of history, 
Eric summed it up in one point. “To me, ABW is about 
people caring about people; that’s really what we have 
accomplished.” 

To read the full story, visit us online for our digital newsletter  
at www.abwcanada.ca/2021news.

FROM OUR BOARD CHAIR:  
“Thank you, you are amazing!”

“I’ll Be There for You,” by the Rembrandts, 
is the theme song for the TV series Friends, 
which still plays every day on our televisions. 
In 2020, A Better World’s 30th anniversary, it 
has also proven to be the theme song for the 
committed, generous, faithful partner-donors 
of A Better World. 

Many were forecasting gloom for NGOs 
because of Covid’s impact on jobs and the 
economy. But the heart and soul of A Better 
World  —its supporters—generously came 
through, and as you see in this newsletter, 
empowered A Better World to continue to be 
Friends to those we serve.

Thank you, you are amazing! 
Pastor Ron Sydenham, Board Chair

30TH ANNIVERSARY: REFLECTING ON 30 YEARS WITH GRATITUDE 

“HUNDREDS OF SKILLED, 
COMPASSIONATE VOLUNTEERS 

ARE THE TRUE SUCCESS 
STORY OF A BETTER WORLD.”
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For a virtual tour of the new office, visit our  
A Better World Canada YouTube channel.

Education

Water

HealthLocal Projects

Postponed 
Projects

Program Delivery / 
Operating Costs

Total 2020 Income:
$1.6 Million

ABW Recognized with one of Canada’s Highest Honours 
In February of 2021, ABW’s 
Co-founders received one of the 
highest honours in Canada. Eric 
Rajah and Brian Leavitt were 
extremely grateful to receive the 
Meritorious Service Medal (Civil 
Division) from the Governor General 
of Canada for founding A Better 
World. Eric calls it a “special honour” 
to be included with other Merito-
rious Service Medal recipients. “I 
share this with hundreds who have 

supported the initiatives of A Better 
World,” he says. “It is humbling to 
serve those in need.” Brian is also 
grateful for the acknowledgment of 
the agency and its volunteers. “It has 
been my privilege to provide human-
itarian service to people in need over 
the last 30 years. To see the differ-
ence that a little organization like A 
Better World can make in a big world 
is overwhelming.”

Exciting Updates From Home NEW A BETTER WORLD OFFICE:  
Generous Donors Make Our Move Possible 

As of July 2020, A Better World has 
its own office space. Before then, we 
were sharing space in Red Deer and 
Lacombe, Alberta with Advanced 
Systems Inc. The time came for 
ABW to become more independent, 
to have additional space, and to es-
tablish our own identity to provide for 
long-term growth and stability.

All of this is thanks to the generosity 
of our board members and visionary 

donors who saw this as an opportu-
nity for us to grow. The timing couldn’t 
have been better given the need for 
space for social distancing to main-
tain the safety of workers, volun-
teers, and visitors. The main-floor 
office also provides easier access 
and is disability friendly. We are 
very grateful to be in our own space  
and look forward to all the new  
possibilities and opportunities that 
this will bring. 

50,760 students 
enrolled in our schools

1,128 classrooms 
built or renovated

16 health clinics 
upgraded or built and supported

29 communities 
with clean water

2020 FINANCIAL SUMMARY

Our 2030 GOAL: 
Our goal is to enroll 75,000 children in schools developed by 
A Better World with access to health care, clean water, and 
toilets by 2030. 

As of Dec 31, 2020: 50,760 children attend schools A Better 
World has developed.
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CONTACT US

 403.782.0325   #206 - 5033 52nd Street 
Lacombe, AB  T4L 2A6

 www.abwcanada.ca


