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and school principal John Bariwot for their leadership and 
commitment.

We are also very grateful to the donors who have continued 
to invest in sustainability throughout these difficult economic 
times. As you will see on Page 4 of this newsletter, we 
maintained our annual development targets.

Thank you to everyone for pushing our collective dream 
closer to reality.

Our model is working, and we are seeing the evidence.

Even though neither of us has been overseas in person, 
Project Manager Rick Wiebe has recently returned from 
Kenya, seeing with his own eyes how A Better World’s 
development model has succeeded. While all of our 
program leaders have stayed in virtual contact with 
African partners in Kenya, Tanzania, and Rwanda, this is 
the first visit by our Canadian representatives since the 
start of the pandemic.

Our primary goal with A Better World has long been 
sustainable community development: improvements 
that will take root and grow. We have often responded 
to short-term needs, but our true desire is to enable 
communities to achieve independence from outside aid.

The pandemic has provided a true test of this model, and 
we are thrilled and grateful to see the results.

We are still contributing funding to the communities we 
support, of course. But the leaders who live there, with 
whom we have fostered relationships, have successfully 
guided our collective projects to fruition and found other 
worthy projects to develop as well. We are especially 
grateful to in-country project manager Lawrence Mathea 

Top Photo: John Bariwot, Head Teacher of Koige Primary School, 
Kenya, in class with his students. 

Above Photo: Lawrence Mathea, the in-country 
Project Manager for ABW in Kenya.



REGIONAL 
PROJECT 
UPDATES
Tanzania
At Mkalamo Secondary School in the 
Korogwe Rural District, four classrooms 
were completed in June, doubling the 
size of the school, which serves more 
than 450 students. In March, 16 toilets 
were built, including water harvesting, 
dramatically improving health 
standards for the students.

Kenya
Naikarra Primary School received 
numerous upgrades, completed in 
March. In addition to 16 new toilets, 
the dormitory received an additional 
14 new toilets and showers, and 
walkways and accessibility ramps were 
completed to ease mobility for disabled 
students. All the new construction is 
sturdy and will have a long life. In the 
Naikarra community, the health clinic’s 
rehabilitation room was also renovated.

Continued on Page 3

Afghanistan Schools Still 
Open and Safe
Despite fears of the worst possible outcome, news has been consistently 
good for ABW’s schools and for girls’ education in Afghanistan.

When the Taliban seized control of the country in August 2021, many 
feared the extremist group would return the conservative rules banning 
education of girls. The consequences could have been dire for all the 
investments made by ABW in the country.

However, while all schools were initially closed for security purposes, 
within three months all schools – including those dedicated to educating 
girls – were reopened, and remain so.

Shabana Rasouly, a graduate of Arab Khana, a high school supported 
by ABW, visited the 10 ABW school sites with her father and provided a 
detailed report in October, indicating all the schools were intact, open and 
staffed, and students were attending. She remains in regular contact with 
ABW, and confirms that the situation has remained consistently safe.

Gold Medals 
All Around
From Ron Sydenham, Chair

In a special place only my wife 
knows, I have a collection of 
thank-you cards encompassing the 
last 40 years. Sincere expressions 
of gratitude are like vitamins for 
the soul. 

I hope that you understand just how 
much you are appreciated, you who 
quietly and without fanfare keep A 
Better World thriving. Gold medals 
to you: our volunteers, donors, 
project managers, board members, 
advisors. All that you read about in this 
newsletter happened because of you. Kudos.

Five new classrooms were completed at the Baba Ali School 
in Sheberghan, Afghanistan last May. The school remains 
open and continues to serve girls.

Shabana Rasouly

Ron Sydenham
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At Huhoini Primary School in 
Nyandarua County, seven new 
classrooms were completed in the fall 
for ECD, primary grades, and special 
needs. Renovations are underway 
on nine more classrooms, replacing 
floors, roofs and windows, and adding 
a water harvesting system. A water 
well is also being drilled to serve about 
400 students in a community of about 
1,500 people.

At Kendu Bay, the Professor Hill 
Rehabilitation Centre at the Kendu 
Adventist Hospital has been 
completed and equipped to provide 
physiotherapy for post-surgical and 
other patients. Kendu Bay is the site of 
ABW’s first overseas project and the 
centre is named in honour of Ken Hill, 
the physiotherapy professor who was 
instrumental to the project.

Rwanda 
Reported by Tessah Kurake

The Kayonza Deaf & Blind Centre in 
Rwanda is making full use of the three 
new classrooms completed in April.

The centre has been operational since 
October with its inaugural class of 12 
students. Most of the children live in the 
immediate neighbourhood, with a few 
transported daily by the centre’s SUV.

All learning and administrative work 
is done in the three classrooms. The 
centre’s goal is to teach the children 
coping strategies now so they can 
live more comfortably as their vision 
worsens as adults.

The staff are aware of dozens more 
children who could benefit from the 
centre, and hoping to add Braille 
equipment and other assistive 
devices to help the centre provide 
better service.

Volunteer Project Manager 
Sees and Makes an Impact 
in Kenya
Opening your eyes is essential to seeing, but sometimes seeing is what 
opens your eyes.

For Rick Wiebe, his first trip to Kenya in 2009 opened his eyes to the 
differences he could make. Now a volunteer project manager with A Better 
World, Wiebe is a veteran of 16 trips to the African country. He had already 
been a financial supporter for a couple of years before that first trip, but 
his construction background offered as much value as his chequebook.

“I asked Eric (Rajah) if I could help him, and the words weren’t out of my 
mouth and he had me helping him with projects,” he recalls.

Wiebe says he considered himself more of a tourist back then, seeing 
how his financial investments had helped the communities ABW 
supports. But after learning about more projects and getting the lay 
of the land, he took on the role of regional project manager. Wiebe has 
overseen development of education, water and medical projects at 
the Segera Mission, been involved with projects at the Male Primary 
and Secondary schools, and is currently managing work on a school in 
Lodwar and a well project in West Pokot.

His role also includes travelling to projects managed by others and 
reporting back. On his recent trip to Kenya – the first since the world 
pandemic began – he visited Naikarra Primary School and its community 
clinic. He was moved by the gratitude in the community, whose children 
now have a better chance at education and good health.

“This is huge job and sometimes it can be discouraging, but if we can 
make even a small difference in the lives of these people, well, then it’s 
worth it,” he says. “When you are here, seeing the results of some of our 
projects and the impact they have made, then you know it’s worth it.”

One of his most touching experiences was meeting four men who had 
been hired to break stones into gravel for a project at the Segera Mission. 
They were thrilled to have jobs – jobs that most Canadians wouldn’t do.

Wiebe is also thrilled to work with an organization that does so much with 
so little money, helping people in need, regardless of race or religion.

“I am privileged to be associated with this group of men and women,” 
he says. “Once people go on a trip, most are hooked, most realize the 
amazing things that this group is doing.”

Rick Wiebe talks to students at Huhoini School, a busy site for ABW projects

Newsletter 2022  |  3



Water Projects 
Ahead of Schedule
In 2021 progress was made beyond expectations on 
water projects. With a goal of 18 water harvesting 
systems, in fact 27 were installed. It is a long-term 
goal to ensure that every school ABW has ever built 
or renovated has a water harvesting system.

It is expected that more wells will be drilled 
in the future when more communities come 
to agreement to manage the wells and the 
accompanying water systems.

Local Support: A Better World at Home
While ABW’s main focus is overseas, we don’t forget to make our own part of the world a better place.

Locally, we invest $150,000 annually in several projects, including the Red Deer Soup Kitchen, The Alternative School 
Centre (part of Red Deer Public Schools) and, new this year, The Saruk Centre for Leadership Development at Burman 
University. As well, Red Deer’s Mustard Seed and Mamawi Atosketan Native School in Ponoka receive funding.

Charitable Status USA
After much hard work, A Better World has received approval from the IRS to issue tax receipts to U.S. residents. Charitable 
status south of the border opens the door to more potential support in making the world a better place.
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STAYING ON TARGET FOR 2022
With the 2030 goals in mind, A Better World 
is planning another busy year for 2022, with 
classrooms, clinics and water programs in 
the mix.

These targets are building toward the overall 
goal of having 75,000 students in ABW 
classrooms by the end of 2030, with clean 
water and health care available to all of them.

Completed... ...as of 
Dec 2021

...by 
Dec 2022

...by 
Dec 2030

Classrooms 1,176 1,228 1,650
Water Catchments 67 80 182
Toilets 453 483 785
Clinics Improved 23 26 40
Community Water Wells 31 33 45
# of Students Enrolled 52,920 55,260 75,000

Online
www.abwcanada.ca

E-Transfer
jstegmaier@abwcanada.ca

Phone
403.782.0325

Mail
#206-5033 52 Street, Lacombe, 
AB T4L 2A6 Canada

www.abwcanada.ca

Ways to Give...


